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CALIFORNIA WING MEMBERS RESPOND TO MOCK DISASTER DRILL
Orange, CA – A magnitude 6.6 earthquake was felt in the early morning hours of April 28, 2004 throughout the Orange County, California area. Many people reported feeling the earthquake, which occurred on the Orange-San Joaquin Fault, as a huge jolt. Major damage and destruction occurred throughout the entire south Orange County area. The cities of Irvine, Orange, Garden Grove, San Juan Capistrano, Anaheim, Placentia, and much of south Orange County were left without electricity or telephone service. Several major Orange County transportation corridors experienced bridge collapses. Two area hospitals sustained heavy damage and partial structure collapse. 


Within hours, members from the California Wing of the Civil Air Patrol were part of the counties disaster response effort. A Cessna 182, piloted by Majs. Ed Struke and Mike Lauer was airborne over several sites and sending near real-time high-resolution digital images to emergency management personnel in the Orange County Emergency Operations Center (EOC).  


While this damaging seismic event never actually occurred, several members of the California Wing did participate in a disaster response exercise to demonstrate some of the capabilities of the personnel and technology of the California Wing to county emergency management officials.  


The Civil Air Patrol was on hand to demonstrate its new Satellite Digital Imaging System (SDIS). The SDIS system allows a flight crew to capture high-resolution digital photographs of targets on the ground and email them using a satellite telephone installed in the aircraft to any location in the country. This near real-time availability of images gives emergency management officials the ability to direct a flight crew to where damage information might otherwise be unavailable and to obtain the exact images necessary to completely evaluate the scene.  


“We are demonstrating brand new technology here,” said Maj. Ken Gonzalez, who served as the Air Operations Branch Director for the exercise. This was the first time SDIS was used in support of an outside agency in California. The selected ground targets included two hospitals, a fire station, freeway overpasses, an apartment building, simulated train derailment, and an industrial complex. 
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 This exercise was also the first time that the Civil Air Patrol has been invited to staff positions inside the Orange County EOC. “Civil Air Patrols participation really made a difference” said Gonzalez. Orange County emergency management officials were very impressed with the technical capabilities of the Civil Air Patrol and with their professionalism. 

In addition to providing aerial imaging of simulated disaster sites, California Wing members were on hand in the Joint Information Center and tasked with multiple assignments in public information and media relations. 2nd Lts. Erik Fulkerson and Chris Storey used their experience to represent not only Civil Air Patrol but to fill other related positions in a Joint Information Center that would be needed if this was an actual disaster. “The Civil Air Patrol played an important role in the success of our Joint Information Center,” said CarolAnn Moore, Lead Public Information Officer. “Members of the Civil Air Patrol brought many important skills and abilities to this exercise,” Moore said. 


1st Lt. John Foote and 2nd Lt. Brian Colunga manned the Civil Air Patrol communications position at the EOC ensuring the Air Operations Director had the ready communications link to the aircraft necessary to keep up with the changing mission tasking.   


In summing up Civil Air Patrols participation in this exercise Maj. David Boehm, the Civil Air Patrols Incident Commander said “it went very well.” “We completed all of our objectives for this training plan,” said Boehm. 
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